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The invisibility protects the doctrine that the Spirit of God brings the church into being

Overview

· Establish the visible aspect 

· Defend invisible aspect

· Denial of the propriety of the distinction

· Denigration of the visible

· Describe/define the two

· Explain the Design behind the designations

Matthew 16 Whom do you say that I am?

· Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God

· V.17 Blessed are you, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you

· You are Peter, and on this rock will I build my church

Ephesians 1:9-

The church is for the display of His glory

· How He has brought a reconciliation 

· So that by His grace alone, an alienated people to Himself

Display of God’s glory necessitates visibility

· We are the image of God

If God’s purpose is to display His glory, if He is gathering and perfecting the saints, then how can we speak of the church as being invisible?

Jesus makes it clear in His teaching that the church on earth is never perfect, never all He intends it to be, so there is always the invisible aspect

The invisible church: all God’s chosen people in all the world—past, present, and future

· We cannot look into each other’s heart to see if faith is genuine

· We cannot see all the saints before or after us

· We cannot see the fullness of the church

· All non-Baptist protestants add the children of the saints to this definition

Many deny the distinction between visible and invisible

· Especially Rome

The biblical grounds for the distinction

1 John 2 “They went out from us, but they were not of us”

· “They went out that it may be known that they are not of us”

· Not, “they were of us and failed to persevere”

· They were members, and they left, following false teaching, showing that they had never been of us in the first place

· Their visible disunity with the church showed that they were not believers

· Mere association with the church and mere profession of faith is not a guarantee of the inward work of the Holy Spirit

Ishmael was the first child circumcised, a sign/receipt of the covenant of grace

· Always an outward and an internal aspect of the covenant of grace

· Always a visible and invisible aspect of the covenant of grace

The older I grow, the more I love the Lord’s people, and the less I trust them

If there were not false teachers in the church, then Jesus’ Word is not true

Westminster

· The catholic church consists of the whole number of the elect under Christ the head thereof, the fullness of Him which filleth all in all

· All those throughout the world and their children outside of which there is not salvation

· Hath been sometime more or less visible with more or less purity

· The purest churches under heaven are subject to mixture and error, but there will always be a church on earth to worship God according to His will

Protestant view of invisible church

· The triumphant church

· Thinking of the triumphant church strengthens us for ministry

· “For all the saints…”

· “The Church’s One Foundation”

· Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One and mystic sweet communion with those who rest is won

· The eschatological church

· For all the saints

· Final two stanzas

· 3rd to the last—reference the golden evening in post-millenial kingdom

· Put a more glorious evening is the assembled multitude of the saints

· The global/universal church

· The persecuted church

What is this distinction based on?

· Our finitude

· We cannot see exactly what the Holy Spirit is doing

· Pray for pastors—it’s very tempting to measure success by visible factors such as numbers

· It is spiritually disastrous for his flock

· Our fallen-ness

· Some people wish that we could have a tongues-speaking, amazing experience like in the early church

· See 1 Corinthians…

· The Holy Spirit coming in power does not mean everyone is immediately sanctified

· Don’t look back and say, “why can’t we go back to the good old days of Corinth 

· If the visible church were perfect, then none of us could be in it

· That doesn’t mean you are complacent about growing

· But you can be realistic 

The Church is a means that God uses for an end

· We can work, but only the Spirit can give return

· The church is always utterly dependent on the Spirit

· We cannot downplay the supernatural, spiritual aspect

· As a minister, I cannot convert you

· Many people are looking for something that if they do it, things will work

· But it is a work of the Holy Spirit

